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SHIELD OF HONOR PRESENTED TO THE LAKE CARRIERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 


Vice Adm. R. R. Waesche, Comman- 
dant of the United States Coast Guard, 
attended a meeting of the Lake Car- 
riers’ Association held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, on 9 October and outlined to the 
members and guests the Coast Guard’s 
Port Security program, and presented 
to the association the Coast Guard Se- 
curity Shield of Honor for its outstand- 
ing cooperation. In his remarks the 
Commandant complimented the Lake 
Carriers’ Association and its member 
steamship operators in the following 
words. 

“T cannot speak too highly of the ex- 
tensive aid which the Lake Carriers’ 
Association has given to our organiza- 
tion in combating fires, accidents, and 
sabotage, both on your vessels and on 
the waterfront facilities which you use. 
Since the outbreak of the war, your 
vessels have been called upon to carry 
an unprecedented tonnage, despite the 
many difficulties which wartime opera- 
tion has entailed. Your amazing ac- 
complishments during these trying 
years have substantially accelerated 
the production of vital war equipment 
required by our Armies. The safety 
record which has been compiled by your 
Ships and facilities has been equally 
remarkable. It has resulted not from 
luck, but from the efforts which you 
have taken to insure the maximum pro- 
tection of these assets so necessary to 
the Nation during this period of crises 
and shortage. In addition to the work 
which has been done for the protection 
of your own craft, substantial assist- 
ance has been given to the general Coast 
Guard Port Security program, as in the 
protection of the Soo Locks, the enroll- 
ing of the officers aboard your vessels 
in the Coast Guard Temporary Reserve 
during the early days of the war, and 
countless similar measures. We are 
very grateful for it. 





“It is particularly fitting, I feel, that 
awards for contributions to the port se- 
curity effort should be made on this day, 
which inaugurates fire-prevention week 
We have long recognized that the most 
common and dangerous means of injury 
to vessels and waterfront facilities has 
been fire. Every effort has therefore 
been made by the Coast Guard organiza- 
tion to prevent fires and to combat them 
if they nevertheless oceur. The work 
which your association has done in the 
development and operation of adequate 
fire-protection measures for your ships 
and waterfront facilities has been 
closely integrated with the activities of 
the Coast Guard in this field. The re- 
sults of our combined efforts have been 
substantially to lower fire damage dur- 
ing a period in which the loss from this 
cause would have been far more serious 
to the Nation’s war output than the 
actual monetary value involved. 

“As a symbol of its appreciation, the 
Coast Guard has awarded to organiza- 
tions which have made substantial con- 
tributions to the Port Security progress 
its Security Shield of Honor. This is 
not a reward in the tangible sense; it is 
intended only as a symbol of our thanks 
for patriotic and uncompensated work 
well done. Perhaps it can best be 
likened to a battle decoration, which is 
given not because of its monetary value, 
but as a symbol commemorating acts be- 
yond the ordinary call of duty. 

“No organization has cooperated more 
completely with the Coast Guard than 
the Lake Carriers’ Association ; no group 
has rendered more substantial assist- 
ance to our program. It is with great 
pleasure therefore that I make this 
award of the Coast Guard Security 
Shield of Honor. That it is well de- 
served may well be seen from the cita- 
tion which accompanies it. The citation 
read— 


1 Published with the approval of the Director of the Budget. 
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“ ‘For valued and important contribu- 
tions to the Port Security program of 
the United States Coast Guard. Since 
the inception of this program, the Lake 
Carriers’ Association and its members 
have evidenced a keen sense of responsi- 
bility of the importance of safeguarding 
the vast amount of vital war shipping 
passing through the Great Lakes, and to 
that end have exhibited the utmost de- 
gree of voluntary cooperation with the 
Coast Guard’s Port Security Forces in 
their task of enforcing regulations af- 
fecting the security of shipping and 
waterfront facilities. The members of 
the association through the skillful han- 
dling of their vessels have contributed 
materially to the prevention of injury 
and loss to waterfront facilities and ves- 
sels in the Great Lakes, and their vigi- 
lant efforts in the entire field of Port Se- 
curity have materially assisted and 
facilitated the safe and uninterrupted 
flow of vital war materials to the battle- 
fronts of the world.’” 


COAST GUARD SPARS OCCUPY 
NEW BARRACKS IN CITY 
OF WASHINGTON 


New barracks to house 700 of the 819 
SPARS now attached to Coast Guard 
Headquarters have just been completed 
and placed in use. These barracks 
occupy a site 3 blocks in length in 
Southwest Washington close to the 
buildings of the United States National 
Museum. Completed at a total cost of 
$755,941, they consist of 4 different 
halls named for cutters of the Coast 
Guard. 

The project, which consists of three 
barracks building, a mess hall, ship’s 
service store, recreation building, and 
an infirmary, is of temporary construc- 
tion, the buildings being two stories in 
height, with stairway towers of struc- 
tural tile. Preliminary plans for the 
barracks were prepared in the Civil 
Engineering Division of headquarters, 
after which the work was turned over 
to the Public Buildings Administration. 
This agency made the working draw- 
ings, awarded the contract, and super- 
vised construction. The contractor 
was the Jeffress-Dyer Co., Inc, of 
Washington, D. C 

The buildings of the new project have 
been given the following names: Chase 
Hall, Escanaba Hall, Tampa Hall, and 
Harriet Lane Hall. In addition to 
sleeping quarters, these halls provide 
messing facilities, recreation space, 
hospital accommodations and office 
space. The entire group of buildings 
is operated by SPAR personnel, and the 
SPAR contingent in Washington is 
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operated as a separate unit from ‘which 
assignments to duty at headquarters 
are made. The office space provides 
for such administrative function of the 
unit as granting of leave, promotions, 
discipline, and separations from the 
service, and also for a ship’s service 
store. 


NEW EDITION OF MERCHANT 
SEAMAN’S MANUAL IS 
ISSUED 


A new edition of the United States 
Coast Guard “Manual for Lifeboatmen 
and Able Seamen”’ has just been issued. 
The manual contains 109 pages, and is 
illustrated with numerous line draw- 
ings. It is intended primarily for men 
of the merchant service and it covers 
branches of seamanship which are of 
great importance at this time. Many 
chapters have been revised in order to 
keep the text in line with the latest war- 
time requirements. Some of the regu- 
lations and recommendations which are 
of special interest have been newly 
illustrated. 


The contents of the publication in-. 


clude: The requirements to be met 
prior to examination for certificates of 
efficiency as lifeboatmen and certifi- 
cates of service as able seamen; equip- 
ment required by law for lifeboats, life 
rafts, and life floats; the use of signal- 
ing mirrors, operation of life-preserver 
lights, handling lifeboats under sail, 
and use of the line-carrying gun. A 
description of the Mariner’s compass 
has been added, showing the Merchant 
Marine method of boxing a compass in 
quarter points and degrees, with an 
illustration of a compass card. 


LIGHTSHIP EXPERIENCE IN 
HURRICANE SHOWS VALUE 
OF PROPELLING POWER 


Experience of Lightship Number 87 
in the hurricane of September 15 indi- 
cated the need for providing lightships 
with adequate propelling power to en- 
able them to remain on station under 
all conditions. The following excerpts 
from the report of the commanding 
officer of this lightship described the 
conditions which the ship had tu meet 
during this storm. “The fact that it 
sustained no damage was apparently 
the result of the judgment exhibited by 
the commanding officer in preparing the 
vessel to weather the hurricane, and 
good seamanship displayed in handling 
it during the storm. 

“By 8 p. m. wind had increased to 
approximately 70 miles per hour with 
driving rain. Barometer reading 
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29:10, falling. Sea 7, rough. Started 
main engine standard speed ahead to 
relieve strain on anchor and chain. 

“By 9 p. m. wind had increased to 
hurricane force, approximately 85 miles 
per hour, increased to full speed ahead. 
Barometer reading, 28: 99, falling; ship 
commenced dragging anchor to west- 
ward very slow and a little at a time. 
Sea 7, rough. 10 p. m., barometer read- 
ing 28:58, falling; sea 8, very rough 
sea; wind velocity approximately 100 
miles per hour. 

“At 12 midnight, Friday, 15 Septem- 
ber 1944, wind hauled counterclockwise 
to west northwest and increased to 
whole gale force; started main engine 
full speed ahead to relieve strain on 
anchor and chain; ship commenced 
dragging anchor to the eastward, but 
very slow and a little at a time. Ba- 
rometer reading 28:60, rising. Sea 8, 
very rough sea. Visibility good. 

“2 a. m., wind moderated to fresh 
gale; barometer reading 29: 00, rising; 
slowed engine to standard speed ahead. 
3 a. m., wind moderated to moderate 
gale, stopped main engine. Sea 6, 
rather rough sea; barometer reading 
29:26, rising. 4 a. m., moderated to 
force 6, strong breeze; sea 4, moderate 
swell; moderate sea. Barometer read- 
ing 29:51, rising.” 


SECURITY SHIELDS OF HONOR 
GIVEN FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
OF PORT OF NEW YORK 


In connection with the observance of 
Fire Prevention Week, the Coast Guard 
awarded the Security Shield of Honor to 
18 New York and New Jersey fire de- 
partments serving the port of New York 
for their cooperation in a port security 
program which has resulted in reduc- 
ing the port’s fire losses to the lowest 
mark in years. 

The shields of honor were presented 
on 9 October at ceremonies held in the 
Third Naval District headquarters of 
the Coast Guard by Rear Adm. Stanley 
V. Parker, District Coast Guard Officer 
and Captain of the Port of New York. 

Guest of honor at the ceremonies in- 
eluded Rear Adm. William R. Munroe, 
United States Navy, Commandant of the 
Third Naval District; Rear Adm. Joel 
W. Bunkley, United States Navy, Super- 
visor of the Harbor of New York; Rear 
Adm. L. C. Farwell, Coast Guard Officer 
Procurement Officer; Maj. Gen. Thomas 
A. Terry, Commanding General, Second 
Service Command; and Commodore F. 
G. Reinicke, Port Director of the Port of 
New York. 

The award, the Nation’s highest 
Security Award, representative of out- 
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standing efforts in cooperating with the 
Coast Guard Port Security program 
was also awarded to five other New 
York Port Agencies at the same time. 

The citation accompanying’ the 
awards read in part as follows: “For 
valued and important contributions to 
the Port Security program of the United 
States Coast Guard. Since the incep- 
tion of this program (the recipient) 
has voluntarily placed the services of 
its equipment and trained personnel at 
the disposal of the Coast Guard in the 
development and operation of adequate 
fire prevention and _ fire-prevention 
measures for water-front facilities and 
vessels in the Port of New York. As 
a result of the assistance so rendered, 
the incidence of fires has been sub- 
stantially reduced thus assisting and 
facilitating the safe and uninterrupted 
flow of our country’s manpower and 
war materials to the battle fronts of the 
world.” 

The New York Port Agencies re- 
ceiving the award are: New York Tow 
Boat Exchange: the Harbor Carriers 
of the Port of New York; Petroleum 
Administration for War, District One; 
The Schedule Rating Office of New 
Jersey ; and the Railroad Insurance As- 
sociation. 

The water-front municipal fire com- 
panies being awarded the Shield are: 
In New York, the Yonkers, N. Y., Fire 
Department. In New Jersey, the fol- 
lowing cities and towns, who are being 
represented at the presentation cere- 
monies by their Mayors and Fire De- 
partment Heads: Bayonne, Cartaret, 
East Newark, Edgewater, Elizabeth, 
Guttenburg, Harrison, Hoboken, Jersey 
City, Kearny, Linden, Newark, North 
Bergen, Perth Amboy, Union City, 
Weekawken, and West New York. 

During Fire Prevention Week the 
Coast Guard also announced that it 
has awarded a contract for the con- 
struction of 30 new Coast Guard fire- 
boats for delivery in January 1945. 
The new vessels will bring to 291 the 
number of fireboats in operation by the 
Coast Guard, which maintains the 
world’s largest fireboat fleet. These 
vessels are being constructed at the 
Wheeler Shipyards, Inc., of Brooklyn, 
N. Y¥. 

It is understood that the new vessels 
will be put in service overseas. Bleven 
such Coast Guard vessels are already 
on assignments in foreign ports. The 
remaining 250 are stationed in 118 
American ports. Twenty-five are lo- 
eated in New York Harbor supplement- 
ing municipal fireboats there. 
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TWO NEW TENDER CLASS 
COAST GUARD CUTTERS 
ARE LAUNCHED 





Two tender class cutters, the Bluc- 
bell and Verbena, have been launched at 
the yards of their builders. The Blue- 
bell was constructed by the Birchfield 
Boiler Co., Tacoma, Wash., and the Ver 
bena by the Dubuque Boat and Boiler 
Works, Dubuque, Iowa. 

The Bluebell was launched on Septem 
ber 28, with Mrs. Margaret David, of 
Seattle, Wash., widow of Capt. (E) 
George W. David, United States Coast 
Guard, acting as sponsor. Mrs. William 
A. Smith, wife of a Supreme Court 
Judge of Dubuque, Iowa, sponsored the 
Verbena which was launched on Octo- 
ber 2. 

These vessels are both 100 feet in 
length and are powered with 200 horse- 
power, Diesel engines directly connected 
to single screws. 


REGULATIONS FOR VESSEL 
INSPECTION FOR WESTERN 
RIVERS IS NEWLY ISSUED 


A new edition of the publication “Gen 
eral Rules and Regulations for Vessel 
Inspection—Rivers” has just been pub- 
lished and is now ready for distribution 
This publication consists of 72 printed 
pages, illustrated with line drawings. 

The “General Rules and Regulations 
for Vessel Inspection—Rivers,” are ap- 
plicable to merchant vessels subject to 
Title 52 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States (secs. 4399 to 4500, in- 
clusive), and acts amendatory thereof 
or supplementary thereto. The regula- 
tions contained in this publication are 
principally the requirements for peace- 
time operation and the necessary war- 
time regulations which are supple- 
mental or additional are contained in 
“Subchapter O—Regulations Applicable 
to Certain Vessels and Shipping During 
Emergency.” 

This publication supersedes the “Gen- 
eral Rules and Regulations for Vessel 
Inspection—Rivers,” dated January 
1943, and includes all amendments pub- 
lished in the Federal Register through 
August 30, 1944. The rules and regula- 
tions covering boilers, pressure vessels, 
and appurtenances (which include cast- 
ings, steam piping, valves, mountings, 
fittings, etc., and the design, construc- 
tion, installation, and inspection there- 
of) are contained in a separate publica- 
tion entitled “Marine Engineering 
Regulations and Material Specifica- 
tions.” The rules and regulations rela- 
tive to the examinations for and the 
issuing of licenses, certificates, raising 
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of grade, ete., and other matters rela- 
tive to Merchant Marine personnel will 
be contained in a separate publication 
entitled “Licensing and Certificating of 
Merchant Marine Personnel.” The 
rules and regulations governing tank 
barges are contained in a separate pub- 
lication entitled “Tank Vessels.” 

General authority over and responsi- 
bility for the administration and en- 
forcement of the laws and regulations 
governing navigation and inspection of 
Merchant Marine-vessels in the several! 
Coast Guard Districts are vested in and 
imposed upon the District Coast Guard 
Officers in charge of such districts. 

Shipowners, operators, builders, ves- 
sels’ operating forces, and other persons 
affected by the navigation and inspec- 
tion laws and regulations should famil- 
iarize themselves with the provisions 
contained herein. To this end, Coast 
Guard personnel concerned with the ad- 
ministration and enforcement of these 
laws and regulations will extend every 
possible assistance. 


SAVANNAH NOW HAS A PORT 
SECURITY FORCE 
BATTALION 


Another unit was added to the Coast 
Guard’s Volunteer Port Security Forces 
operating in various parts of the coun- 
try. When the Savannak Battalion 
was turned over from Headquarters to 
District responsibility on 1 October at 
which time a public review was held, 
Headquarters was represented by Com- 
mander H. A. Kelsey, of the Port Se- 
eurity Division, and Lt. Comdr. J. Ben- 
nett Nolan (T), of the Temporary Re- 
serve Division. 

Establishment of the Savannah Vol- 
unteer Port Security Force was author- 
ized by Headquarters on 17 April 1944. 
Of the established complement of 500 
volunteers, 291 have been trained, en- 
rolled as temporary members of the 
Reserve, and are now performing active 
duty under the local captain of the 
port. Forty more volunteers are in 
training. Most of the port security 
duties of the port of Savannah are now 
being performed by Temporary Re- 
servists. 


PHILADELPHIA PORT SECURITY 
FORCE PUBLISHES NEW 
OPERATING MANUAL 

A manual, for the purpose of training 


its members in Security Regulations 
and Duties, has just been issued by 


Company “E” of the Coast Guard Vol- 
unteer Port Security Force in Phila- 
While not an official 


delphia. docu- 
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ment, this manual is an excellent pres- 
entation of the more important phases 
of duty required of the Temporary Re- 
servists in Philadelphia, and helps to 
clarify the accumulation of orders and 
changes in orders which have been 
issued in the year and a half of the regi- 
ment’s existence. 

This manual is intended primarily 
for enlisted personnel of the Volunteer 
Port Security Force engaged in guard 
duty on docks and aboard vessels while 
loading and unloading at docks. Chap- 
ter 1 treats of the deportment of the 
Temporary Reservist. Other chapters 
cover such subjects as fire prevention, 
fire fighting equipment, handling of in- 
flammable cargo, duties of sentries, 
action in case of violations of regula- 
tions, and miscellaneous security regu- 
lations. 

While printed at private expense for 
local use, copies of this manual have 
been sent to the port security officers ip 
all Coast Guard Districts. 


LIGHT-WHISTLE REQUIREMENT 
ON WESTERN RIVERS SOON 
TO BECOME EFFECTIVE 


The practice of having an amber light 
flash as a vessel’s whistle is blown, vol- 
untarily followed by many vessel op- 
erators on the Western Rivers, is to be- 
come a requirement of the Pilot Rules 
for Western Rivers, effective 1 Janu- 
ary 1945. The following amendment to 
the Pilot Rules was published in Federal 
Register Reprint Series No. 93, dated 11 
September 1943. 

The following amendment to the In- 
spection and Navigation Regulations is 
prescribed : 

Part 332 is amended by the addition 
of a new § 332.10a which reads as fol- 
lows: 

§ 332.10a. Visual signal. As soon as 
practicable but not later than January 
1, 1948, all whistle signals shall be fur- 
ther indicated by a visual signal con- 
sisting of an amber-colored light so 
located as to he visible all around the 
horizon for a distance of not less than 
1 mile. This light shall be so devised 
that it will operate simultaneously and 
in conjunction with the whistle-sounding 
mechanism, and remain ignited or visible 
during the same period as the sound 
signal. 


CUTTER “SUMAC” IS LAUNCHED; 
YARD BUILDING NAVY TUGS 


The 114-foot cutter Sumac was suc- 
cessfully launched at the yard of Peter- 
sen and Haecker, Ltd., in Blair, Nebr. 
The ceremonies took place on October 14, 
and the sponsor was Helen Marie Peter- 





son, Seaman 2c, of the Coast Guard 
Women’s Reserve, who is now stationed 
in the St. Louis District Office. 

Two of the 100-foot harbor tugs under 
construction for the Navy at the Coast 
Guard Yard were launched on October 
14. They are the YTB-418 (Tensaiw) 
and the YTB-419 (7Vopawa). The Yard 
is building eight of these tugs for the 
Navy, and six have been launched. to 
date. 


DISENROLLMENT PROCEDURE 
DISCUSSED IN TEMPORARY 
RESERVE CONFERENCE 


A Headquarters’ Conference of the 
District Temporary Reserve Personnel 
Officers and the District Directors of 
the Auxiliary, from the 1st to 9th 
Districts, inclusive, was held on 18 
October. This meeting was for the pur- 
pose of making known the policies of 
the Commandant concerning Temporary 
Reservists who have been performing 
port security duties in ports where 
these duties are now to be discontinued, 

In ports where port security work 
is discontinued, and the services of 
Temporary Reservists are no longer 
required, members of the force will 
have the option of being disenrolled 
or of being allowed to remain enrolled 
but in an unassigned status. When 
Temporary Reserve units are disbanded, 
the organization will be awarded the 
Coast Guard Security Shield of Honor, 
at appropriate public ceremonies. 


CITATIONS TO ACCOMPANY 
600-HOUR TAGS NOW 
BEING PRINTED 


Citations to aecompany the metal 
wrist tags which have been made avail- 
able for award to temporary members 
of the Coast Guard Reserve who have 
performed a minimum of 600 hours of 
active duty are being printed and will 
be distributed by Headquarters to all 
District Coast Guard Officers shortly. 
This printed citation will be prepared 
in an attractive form and will be avail- 
able for distribution on or about the 
10th of November. Where temporary 
citations have already been issued to 
recipients of these tags, they will be 
replaced with the permanent forms 
when they become available. 

The awards of these tags apply to 
temporary members of the Coast Guard 
Reserve who perform duties as volun- 
teers without pay, and do not apply to 
the pilots, Great Lakes officers, Coast 
Guard police, and _ civil-service em- 
ployees who are enrolled as temporary 
members of the Coast Guard Reserve. 
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JUSTICE OF SUPREME COURT 
ADDRESSES WOMEN MEMBERS 
OF TEMPORARY RESERVE 
The recent conference of women | 
members of the Temporary Reserve, 
held at Headquarters, was brought to 
a close by the delegates being enter- 
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tained at the home of Lt. Comdr. Anita 
P. Clothier, at Valley Forge, Pa. Mrs. 
Clothier is the Senior Woman Officer 
of the Temporary Reserve Division. 


While there, a meeting was arranged, 
on 80 September at the Valley Forge 
Memorial Chapel, where an address was 
delivered by Justice Owen Roberts, of 
the United States Supreme Court. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1944 
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